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Degrees  Conferred 
on  Class  of  1975 


That  venerated  academic  ritual 
culminating  four  years  of  undergradu- 
ate education  took  place  this  month 
for  the  Sweet  Briar  senior  class  as 
President  Harold  B.  Whiteman,  Jr. 
conferred  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
on  yet  another  generation  of  students. 

This  year,  more  than  150  women 
joined  the  ranks  of  Sweet  Briar  alum- 
nae and  are  now  charting  courses  for 
new  pursuits  ranging  from  careers  to 
further  education  as  they  spread  across 
the  country  and  throughout  the  world. 

An  announced  candidate  for  the 
1976  Democratic  Presidential  nomi- 
nation. Senator  Henry  "Scoop"  Jack- 
son, delivered  the  commencement 
address  to  a  large  assemblage  of  fac- 
ulty, family  and  friends  of  the  gradu- 
ates. 

The  Baccalaureate  Service,  held  the 
afternoon  before,  was  conducted  by 
The  Very  Reverend  Allie  W.  Frazier, 
Jr.  of  the  Albemarle  Region  of  the 
Diocese  of  Virginia.  Rector  of  Grace 
Church  in  Cismont,  Va.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Frazier  has  a  daughter,  Linda,  among 
the  1975  graduates. 

Seniors  and  their  invited  guests 
were  honored  at  a  garden  party  host- 
ed by  President  and  Mrs.  Whiteman 
after  the  service.  Dinner  and  dancing 
at  the  Wailes  Center  capped  the  sen- 
ior's last  evening  before  their  Sweet 
Briar  graduation. 


Gifts  and  Pledges 
More  than  Doubled 
Last  Year 
According  to 
Recent  Figures 


Following  a  nation-wide  report  that 
financial  support  of  America's  colleges 
and  universities  failed  to  increase  last 
year  for  the  second  time  in  a  decade. 
Sweet  Briar  College  has  released  fig- 
ures showing  that  their  contributions 
increased  by  more  than  100  per  cent 
during  the  same  period. 

The  Council  for  Financial  Aid  to 
Education,  Inc.  which  compiles  an- 
nual figures  on  voluntary  support  of 
higher  education  published  a  report 
showing  that  gifts  from  individuals 
"declined  substantially"  in  1973-74 
and  that  the  overall  total  was  main- 
tained only  by  gains  in  corporate, 
foundation  and  religious  denomination 
support. 

Sweet  Briar  reported  large  increases 
as  the  trend  in  both  areas. 

Individual  support  to  the  college 
more  than  tripled  going  from  $700,000 
in  1972-73  to  more  than  $2.4  million 
in  1973-74. 

Most  notable  in  their  increased  con- 
tributions were  the  college's  alumnae 
who  more  than  quadrupled  their  giv- 
ing up  to  a  record  $1.55  million.  The 
Board  of  Directors  and  Overseers  gave 
12  times  as  much  as  in  the  previous 
year  with  a  total  of  $6 18,000. 

Contributions  from  parents  rose 
from  $114,000  in  1972-73  to  $197,000 
in  1973-74.  Gifts  from  students,  fac- 
ulty and  staff  doubled,  rising  to 
$21,000. 

While  corporate  and  foundation 
giving  showed  an  increase  nationwide. 
Sweet  Briar  reported  a  substantial 
rise  in  this  form  of  support  from 
$265,000  in  1972-73  to  $430,000  in 
1973-74.  This  accounted  for  15.5  per 
cent  of  the  total  of  $2.7  million  raised 
in  that  year. 

Currently,  Sweet  Briar  is  conducting 
a  capital  campaign  to  raise  $10  million 
by  its  75th  anniversary  in  1976.  Ac- 
cording to  officials,  the  college  is  on 
schedule  and  has  raised  more  than  $7 
million  in  cash  and  pledges  to  date. 

Private  colleges  continue  to  receive 
the  bulk  of  donations  to  higher  edu- 
cation although  they  registered  a  de- 
cline of  1.5  per  cent  during  this  most 
recent  reporting  period.  Seventy-five 


per  cent  of  contributions  are  made  to 
private  colleges  with  67  per  cent  of  the 
private  institutions  receiving  75  per 
cent  of  the  total. 


Von  Schlabrendorff 
Recalls  Hitler: 
Assassination 
Attempt  Discussed 


A  former  member  of  the  German  re- 
sistance during  World  War  II  told  a 
large  audience  at  Sweet  Briar  of  per- 
sonally placing  a  bomb  on  board  the 
planeof  Adolf  Hitler  and  returning 
home  to  await  radio  news  that  the 
dictator  was  dead. 

Dr.  Fabian  von  Schlabrendorff.  now 
a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Constitu- 
tional Court  in  the  German  Federal 
Republic,  spent  two  days  on  campus 
recently  at  the  invitation  of  the  de- 
partment of  history  and  government 
conducting  lectures. 

At  the  public  lecture.  Dr.  von 
Schlabrendorff  read  a  paper  in  English 
which  detailed  his  efforts  and  exploits 
against  the  Nazi  regime.  He  said  the 
bomb  he  placed  on  Hitler's  plane 
failed,  through  a  freak  accident,  to 
detonate.  They  had  to  try  again. 

Dr.  von  Schlabrendorff  was  among 
the  inner  circle  of  those  plotting  the 
assassination  of  Hitler  and  he  chroni- 
cled the  events  in  detail.  He  recounted 
the  events  leading  up  to  the  fateful 
noon-time  meeting  of  Hitler  and  his 
deputies  on  July  20,  1944.  He  told  of 
the  plans  and  the  determination,  of 
the  briefcase  placed  under  the  table  to 
the  left  of  Hitler  and  of  the  rending  ex- 
plosion which  killed  several  but  left  the 
Fuhrer  virtually  untouched. 

The  plotters  were  quickly  rounded 
up,  among  them  von  Schlabrendorff 
and  his  friend,  the  theologian  Bon- 
hoeffer.  As  it  turned  out.  Dr.  von 
Schlabrendorff  addressed  his  Sweet 
Briar  audience  on  the  30th  anniversary 
of  Bonhoeffer's  execution. 

Although  practically  all  the  con- 
spirators had  been  executed  by  April, 
1 945  when  Hitler  committed  suicide. 
Dr.  von  Schlabrendorff  managed  to 
survive  through  "fortitude,  intelligent 
tactics,  and  good  luck." 

Sweet  Briar  was  presented  with  a 
rare  piece  of  living  history. 


Lenz  Testifies  Before  House 
Subcommittee:  Pleads  for  Funds 


Dr.  George  H.  Lenz,  professor  of 
physics  at  Sweet  Briar  College,  testi- 
fied recently  before  the  U.  S.  House 
of  Representatives  Subcommittee  on 
Science,  Research  and  Development. 

Dr.  Lenz  represented  the  Tri-College 
Center  of  Virginia  which  is  composed 
of  Lynchburg,  Randolph-Macon  Wo- 
man's and  Sweet  Briar  Colleges. 

In  his  testimony,  the  professor  ex- 
pressed concern  about  the  decrease  in 
funding  for  direct  research  study  and 
professional  development  of  the  teach- 
ing scientists  in  the  smaller  liberal 
arts  undergraduate  colleges.  He  sug- 
gested the  restoration  of  a  reasonable 
amount  of  support  for  research  pro- 
grams relative  to  the  maintenance  of 
quality  scientific  education. 

This  decreased  support.  Dr.  Lenz 
pointed  out,  "is  occurring  at  a  time 
when  we  are  called  upon  to  improve 
and  update  our  curriculum,  incorpo- 
rate recent  advances  in  theory  and 
experimental  techniques,  introduce 
students  to  the  state  of  the  arts  in 
instrumentation  and  to  participate  in 
interdisciplinary  and  multi-disciplinary 
activities. 

"At  the  same  time  our  institutions 
are  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to 
support  science  education,"  Professor 
Lenz  continued,  "which,  in  compari- 
son to  some  other  disciplines,  is  re- 
latively high  priced." 

In  conclusion.  Dr.  Lenz  noted  that 
he  and  his  colleagues  "believe  that 
the  vitality  of  the  undergraduate 
teacher  is  the  key  element  in  providing 
quality  science  education. 

"We  also  believe,"  he  said,  "that, 
although  many  of  us  will  never  work 
on  the  forefront  of  science,  we  are 
nevertheless  an  important  part  of  the 
science  infrastructure  of  this  country. 


and  that  National  Science  Foundation 
programs  in  the  area  of  undergraduate 
education  should  strengthen  and  keep 
this  infrastructure  relevant  to  our 
scientific  and  societal  needs." 

The  author  of  numerous  publica- 
tions. Dr.  Lenz  is  chairman  of  the 
department  of  physics  at  Sweet  Briar. 
He  earned  his  A.B.,  M.S.  and  Ph.D. 
degrees  from  Rutgers  University. 

He  was  accompanied  to  the  hearing 
by  Mrs.  Julia  M.  Jacobsen,  coordinator 
of  government  relations  for  the  Tri- 
College  Center  of  Virginia. 


Dancers 
Going  Abroad 

The  Sweet  Briar  Dance  Theatre  will 
travel  to  Finland  this  summer  to  parti- 
cipate in  a  university  session  in  music 
and  dance  sponsored  by  the  Finnish 
Ministry  of  Education. 

Mrs.  Eija  Celli,  assistant  professor 
of  dance,  and  Miss  Betsy  Banks,  as- 
sistant in  dance,  will  accompany  five 
students  on  the  trip.  They  are:  Miss 
Larkin  Barnett  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Miss 
Betsy  Burdge  of  Spring  Lake,  N.J., 
Miss  Carol  Gement  of  Oak  Brook, 
III.,  Miss  Ella  Hanson  of  Amherst, 
Va.,  and  Miss  Janet  Richards  of 
Massey,  Md. 

They  are  the  first  American  college 
group  to  demonstrate  American  dance 
education  in  Finland. 

The  Sweet  Briar  group  will  teach 
as  well  as  perform  during  their  stay, 
but  the  highpoint  will  be  their  per- 
formance in  the  City  Theatre  of  Lap- 
peenranta,  site  of  the  workshop,  on 
June  1 1. 


Led  by  Mrs.  Celli,  they  will  concen- 
trate on  teaching  dance  technique 
and  choreography. 

"In  Finland,"  said  Mrs.  Celli  who  is 
a  native  of  that  country,  "the  dancer's 
professional  preparation  is  undergoing 
a  change. 

"We  hope  to  give  the  Finnish  new 
ideas  about  dance  education  — 
especially  the  way  that  it  is  taught  at 
Sweet  Briar  with  both  composition 
and  technique  stressed  for  four  years 
against  the  backdrop  of  the  liberal 
arts,"  she  said. 


SBC  senior  Randy  Anderson  won  the  19  !o  35- 
yeiir  old  division  award  in  [be  Wesl  Virginia 
Governor's  Cup  Race,  a  ski  competilion  at  the 
annual  Alpine  Festival  in  Thomas.  W.  Va. 
Miss  Anderson,  the  current  mid-Atlantic  cham- 
pion in  her  class,  stands  with  Murray  Dear- 
home,  director  of  the  festival. 


IHSA  Comes  to  Va. 


Left  to  right:  Misses  Ella  Hanson.  Janet  Richards,  and  Larkin  Barnett.  shown  here  in  the  spring  dance 
recital  at  Sweet  Briar,  are  part  of  the  grinip  of  dancers  traveling  to  Finland. 


Seven  Virginia  colleges  have  banded 
together  to  form  the  Virginia  Region 
of  the  Intercollegiate  Horse  Show  As- 
sociation (IHSA). 

Averett,  Hollins,  Madison.  Mary 
Washington,  Southern  Seminary  Jun- 
ior, Sweet  Briar,  and  Virginia  Inter- 
mont  Colleges  obtained  regional  mem- 
bership in  the  parent  organization  this 
spring  and  are  beginning  a  round  of 
shows  under  IHSA  regulations  and 
guidelines. 

According  to  Paul  D.  Cronin,  direc- 
tor of  riding  at  Sweet  Briar,  events 
under  the  IHSA  will  give  the  lower  as 
well  as  higher  grade  riders  an  oppor- 
tunity to  gain  experience. 

Under  IHSA  provisions,  the  host 
college  for  each  meet  provides  the 
mounts  with  selection  being  made  by 
lottery.  Cronin  emphasized  that  care 
is  taken  so  that  a  less  experienced 
rider  will  not  draw  from  a  pool  which 
would  include  difficult  horses  which 
should  be  riden  only  by  advanced  stu- 
dents. 


TTie  competition  is  organized  around 
a  series  of  classes  judged  on  horseman- 
ship from  walk-trot  up.  Warm-up  is  in 
the  show  ring  itself  and  is  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  judge. 

Five  students  from  each  college  are 
designated  as  the  team  prior  to  the 
competition  although  other  students 
may  compete  as  well.  Team  awards  are 
based  on  that  team's  total  score  for 
the  day. 

In  addition  to  the  frequent  change 
of  horses  under  IHSA  rules  which 
Cronin  points  to  as  a  mark  of  good 
horsemanship,  the  rules  help  those 
with  limited  incomes  since  owning  a 
horse  is  not  required. 

With  interest  in  riding  as  a  col- 
legiate sport  soaring,  the  IHSA  is  pro- 
viding impetus  for  riders  of  all  pro- 
ficiency levels  to  compete  at  horse 
shows  even  if  they  only  rent  a  horse  at 
a  local  stable  for  weekend  riding. 


Students  Accepted 
in  Competition 

A  senior  art  major.  Miss  Anne  K. 
Stokes,  recently  earned  an  honorable 
mention  for  her  entry  in  the  "6th  An- 
nual Virginia  College  Student  Art 
Competition  in  Painting,"  at  the  Vir- 
ginia Polylechnic  Institute  and  State 
University  in  Blacksburg.  Va. 

Miss  Jennifer  S.  Turner,  also  a  sen- 
ior, had  two  paintings  accepted  in  the 
same  show. 

Students  from  1 1  colleges  submitted 
171  paintings  which  were  judged  by 
Paul  Creamer,  of  the  Bertha  Schaefer 
Gallery  in  New  York  City. 

After  making  his  selection  of  72 
works  for  exhibition.  Creamer  stated 
that  he  was  "impressed  with  the  high 
quality  and  variety"  of  student  styles 
and  approaches.  Eight  colleges  were 
represented  in  the  show. 
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Aiiclioncer  Charlie  Siliovw  af  Lynchburg  called  the  siudenl-spiniSDred  auclion  ihal  raised  $36,000  which 
the  siudenis  are  doiiaiing  lo  aid  in  the  consiruciion  of  ihe  planned  indoor  pool. 

Student  Auction  Aids  Pool  Fund 


"Orlando"  boasts  his  strengih  during  the  New 
Shakespeare  Company's  recent  performance  of 
"As  You  Like  It.  " 


The  Sweet  Briar  College  student 
support  committee  sponsored  an  auc- 
tion this  spring  to  raise  money  for  the 
construction  of  the  planned  indoor 
swimming  facility. 

Tlie  support  committee,  made  up  of 
the  student  development  committee  in 
addition  to  other  students  who  wanted 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  fund 
raising  project,  collected  donations  for 
the  block. 

As  a  result  of  their  solicitations, 
the  range  of  donations  included  an 
automobile,  silver,  china,  art  works, 
furniture  and  household  items,  office 
machinery,  livestock,  appliances,  va- 
cations, sports  equipment,  and  even  a 
letter  in  the  hand  of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant 


Richards  Gets  Grant 

Dr.  Michael  D.  Richards,  associate 
professor  and  chairman  of  the  history 
department,  has  been  awarded  a  Na- 
tional Endowment  for  the  Humanities 
(NEH)  Fellowship  in  Residence  for 
college  teachers.  He  is  one  of  eleven 
NEH  recipients  selected  to  attend  a 
seminar  at  the  University  of  California, 
Los  Angeles,  beginning  October,  1975 
through  June,  1976.  The  topic  of  the 
seminar  is  "High  Culture  and  Popular 
Culture:  Evolution  and  Interrelation- 
ships in  19th  and  20th  Century 
Europe." 

The  purpose  of  the  Endowment's 
fellowship  awards  is  to  support  in- 
dividual humanists  in  their  work  as 
scholars,  teachers,  and  interpreters  of 
the  humanities. 

Dr.  Richards  received  his  Ph.D. 
from  Duke  University  and  has  been  at 
Sweet  Briar  since  1966.  In  1970  he 
received  a  summer  stipend  for  study 
at  the  International  Institute  for 
Social  History  in  Amsterdam. 


to  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  auction  was  limited  to  150  items 
with  the  rest  being  sold  at  a  "tlea 
market"  preceding  the  auction. 

The  gymnasium  served  as  the  auc- 
tion site  and  was  tilled  early  with 
buyers  and  bidders.  Students  provided 
a  free  babysitting  service  for  patrons 
and  concessions  were  sold  from  can- 
opy-covered stands  while  a  local  radio 
station  broadcasted  "remote"  from 
the  sidewalk. 

Professional  auctioneers  called  the 
sale  and,  when  the  last  bid  was  in,  the 
students  had  grossed  $12,000.  Because 
of  a  two-to-one  challenge  grant  from 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Protho  of  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas,  the  auction  will  bring  in 
$36,000  toward  the  pool  construction. 

TTie  Office  of  College  Development 
praised  the  students  "for  one  of  the 
most  successful  fund  raising  projects 
in  recent  years." 


Thanh  Mai  Nguyen,  a  22-year  old  Vietnamese 
senior  at  Sweet  Briar  College,  received  the  "best 
graduation  gift  possible"  when  she  received 
word  that  her  family  was  safe  in  Guam.  Miss 
Nguyen  did  not  know  until  .May  6  that  her  par- 
ents, seven  brothers,  and  a  sister  had  been  eva- 
cuated from  South  Vietnam. 
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Campus  Notes 


Three  faculty  members  have  re- 
ceived Ph.D.'s.  They  are  Nancy  B. 
Cromey,  Jack  D.  Merrill,  and  Monique 
B.  White. 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Artiniah  has  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  associate  profes- 
sor of  French  and  chairman  of  the 
department  of  modern  languages  for 
the  1975-76  academic  year.  Artinian 
is  presently  resident  director  of  the 
Paris  office  of  the  Junior  Year  in 
France  program. 

Dr.  Jane  Perry  Camp,  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  music,  delivered  a  paper  to 
the  Southern  chapter  of  the  American 
Musicological  Society  recently  on 
"Time  and  Temporal  Proportion:  The 
Golden  Section  Metaphor  in  Mozart, 
Music,  and  History."  She  will  also 
be  playing  for  Istvan  Nada  and  Leon 
Fleisher  in  June  at  the  Peabody  Con- 
servatory of  music  piano  master  class 
in  Baltimore,  Md. 

Dr.  Gerhard  S.  Masur,  emeritus 
professor  of  history,  is  among  the  con- 
tributors to  the  new  "Encyclopedia 
Britannica."  He  has  written  the  bio- 
graphical section  on  Simon  Bolivar, 
the  Latin  American  soldier-statesman, 
included  in  the  15th  edition  of  the 
encyclopedia. 

Faculty  promoted  for  the  1975-76 
academic  year  are  Dr.  Gregory  T. 
Armstrong  to  full  professor  of  religion. 


Dr,  Nancy  B.  Cromey  to  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  French  and  Italian,  Dr. 
Jack  D.  Merrill  to  assistant  professor 
of  Spanish,  and  Mr.  William  E.  Smart 

to  associate  professor  of  English. 

Miss  M.  Denise  Mullen,  assistant 
professor  of  studio  art,  has  won  berths 
and  awards  in  several  recent  art  com- 
petitions. Her  color  etching,  "Clouds 
for  Amani,"  was  selected  for  exhibi- 
tion at  the  "42nd  Semi-annual  South- 
eastern Print  and  Drawing  Competi- 
tion" in  Winston-Salem.  N.C.  Miss 
Mullen's  etching,  "Untitled  Cloud 
Series,"  was  included  in  the  "West- 
beth  Invitational  Exhibition"  at  West- 
beth  Cooperative  Gallery,  New  York. 
Another  etching,  "Amani  Goud."  was 
selected  for  the  "2nd  Street  Gallery's 
National  Print  and  Drawing  Exhibi- 
tion" in  Charlottesville.  Va.  She  re- 
ceived "best  in  show"  for  her  color 
etching  "Untitled  Cloud  Series  #3"  at 
the  Lynchburg  (Va.)  Fine  Arts  Center. 
The  etching  will  also  be  included  in 
the  January  inauguration  exhibition  at 
the  Virginia  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  in 
Richmond,  Va.  In  her  first  photo- 
graphic competition.  Miss  Mullen  had 
five  works  selected  for  the  20-print 
exhibition  and  won  a  certificate  of 
distinction  for  "Cumulo  Nimbus"  at 
the  Roanoke  (Va.)  Fine  Arts  Center 
for  Contemporary  Art. 

Assistant  professor  of  studio  art 
Raymond  Twiddy  won  honors  at  the 


"2nd  Street  Gallery's  National  Print 
and  Drawing  Exhibition"  in  Char- 
lottesville, Va.,  for  his  combination 
color  lithograph  and  silk  screen  "One 
Hundred  Windows."  Two  more  litho- 
graphs, "Incense-Breathing  Morn," 
and  "Auvers-Sur-Oise,  July,  1890" 
were  accepted  in  the  "42nd  Semi- 
annual Southeastern  Print  and  Draw- 
ing Competition"  in  Winston-Salem, 
N.C.  He  was  one  of  20  artists  whose 
works  were  selected  by  the  Virginia 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  for  the  "Vir- 
ginia Printmakers  1975  Exhibition" 
which  will  be  on  tour  for  two  years. 
Most  recently  Twiddy  has  had  two 
prints  accepted  at  the  "Second  Miami 
Graphics  Biennial,"  an  international 
print  competition  at  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  and  Art  Center  in  Miami, 
Fla. 

Dr.  Harold  B.  Whiteman,  Jr.,  pres- 
ident of  Sweet  Briar,  has  been  selected 
as  one  of  the  "Outstanding  Educators 
in  America  for  1975."  He  will  be  fea- 
tured in  a  national  awards  volume, 
"Outstanding  Educators  of  America." 

Miss  Charlotte  D.  Buttrick,  class 
of  1977,  won  first  prize  at  the  Hollins 
Annual  Literary  Festival  for  her  poem, 
"A  Return  to  Barney's  Joy." 

Miss  Kathy  S.  Orr,  class  of  1975. 
was  one  of  six  students  invited  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  52nd  annual  Glascock 
Poetry  Contest  at  Mt.  Holyoke  (Mass,) 
College. 
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